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Sir: 

In compliance with the duty to disclose, applicants submit herewith copies of 
publications of which those designated in 37 CFR § 1.56 are aware which the Examiner may 
consider material. Moreover, applicants direct the Examiner's attention to parent application 
USSN 09/091,563, filed on March 22, 1999 from which this application claims priority, 
wherein further prior art is of record. Pursuant to 37 CFR § 1.98 (d) copies of previously 
submitted or cited publications are not included. All of the publications being disclosed are 
listed on attached form PTO-1449. 
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Consideration of this Information Disclosure Statement is respectfully requested, 
since the Examiner may consider the information provided herein material to the patentability 
of the subject application as defined in 37 CFR § 1.56. 

Since this Information Disclosure Statement is being filed within three months of the 
filing date of the subject application, no fee or certification under 37 CFR § 1.97 (e) is 
required. 

However, in the event the Commissioner of Patents deems that any fee is required 
under 37 CFR §§ 1.16 and 1.17 in connection with this application, applicant's attorneys 
authorize that such fee be charged to Deposit Account No. 06-1 130. 
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Yasuyuki Ohira et al. 
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